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FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. 
An Essay on THE LOGICAL CHARACTER OF THE 
AposTLe PAUL. 


No. 2, 


In the fourth chapterof this Epistle, (to the 
Romans,) Paul commences by asking, what 
Abraham has found?—For if Abraham were 


justified by works, that is, if he merited any re-| 


ward forany acts of his, he had something to 
boast of—but not beforeGod. He goes on to 
prove this assertion—namely, that if he merit- 
edany thing by his works—he merited applause 
from man, butnorewardfrom God. He proves 
it, by stating that the scripture says, that Abra- 
ham believed God, and it was counted to him 
for righteousness. “Now,” he says, “the re- 
ward of a man who works, is a debt incurred by 
his employer—and does not spring from his gen- 
erosity. Butifaman does not work, but-sim- 
ply believes on him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith 1s counted to him for righteousness. 

Now, if it be a fact, that when a man commits 
a laudable deed, he deserves credit from men 
but not from God, itcan only be on the ground 
that no act which he can do can benefit God. 
If this is true, then man can deserve no punish- 
ment from God, or at his hands, for the same rea- 
son—to wit, that he cannot injure God. If man 
has any duties to God to perform, he must de- 
serve credit for performing them. 

But Pauldoesnot prove that works are not 
meritorious in the sight of God. Probably he 
dares not doit fully. If it were the case, that 
there was sucha beingas God, and that our 
good deeds had no merit in his eyes, the world 
—the moral world, would be unhinged. Heon- 
ly goes on to prove that faith justifies men. To 
prove this, he quotes from David, “Blessed are 
they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose 
sinsare covered. Blessed isthe man to whom 
the Lord will not impute sin.” Now is there 
one word here about faith justifying a man? If 
aman reform and his sins are forgiven, and no 
sin imputed to him—does it prove that faith jus- 
tifies him?. Not atall. No manwho wrests 
quotations is a logician. 

He then asks if this blessedness—of not hav- 
ing sin imputed—comes on this circumcision 
alone. Heanswers no—because Abraham was 
justified by faith, before he was cireumcised— 
and is therefore the father of all who believe— 
and so righteousness is imputed to all of them. 


of 


| Farther, says he, he is a father in the faith even 
to those who are uncircumcised and heathen— 
because Abraham was justified by faith, be- 
/fore the Jewish religion existed—because the 
promises were notmade to himor his seed 
through the law, but through the merit of faith 
—for if those of the law, (i.e., the Jews) are 
heirs, faith is made void—and the promise 
null—that is tosay, ifthe Jews deserve any 
thing—or are to reap any advantage from their 
religion—faith is null and void. 


Now let us stop andlook at these doctrines. 
Would not these very arguments, if carried out, 
prove unerringly, that faith would excuse any 
and every crime ?—that there was nosuch thing 
as crime—and no such thing as virtue? It is 
inverting the whole system of morality—the 
whole conception of the human mind—our whole 
theory of right and wrong—and placing them 
point downwards—like an inverted cone. Faith 
cannot be a merit—cannot deserve a reward— 
because itis involuntary—ungovernable—and 
subject to the omnipotent necessity of circum- 
stance. It is governed by rules stern as iron— 
and when we see the evidenee, we must believe. 
Faith, then, cannot be the foundation of a sys- 
tem of morality. Works—acts—are thrown aside, 
—and what is morality buta system of rules to 
governand regulate our acts? Could a system 
of morality be founded—or ofrules, laiddown, by 
faith? Ifall the world believed one way in eve- 
ry point—would there be no need of laws, or a 
oo of morality? The supposition is ab- 
surd., 


Thus it is that the religion-makers labour to 
subvert justice and morality. But look at his 
next averment—thatithe Jews deserve nothing, 
and reap no advantage from their religion. If 
it be true—if it be a fact, that the law is of no 
benefit—that Abraham was equally asrighteous 
before his acceptance of it, as after—if the Jew- 
ish creed availed men nothing, why was it giv- 
en? Thatcreed was a creed—a religion—of 
works-—of sacrifices and offerings. If Abraham 
was the father of them owning a diflerent faith, 
what becomes of the exclusiveness of the Jew- 
ish nation? Ifthese assertions be true, the Old 
Testament is a lie—the Jewish religion was a 
useless imposture. Andif there was noadvan- 
tage in the Jewish religion—what advantage is 
there in the Christian? Whatis his next state- 
merit? “Where ro law is, there is no transgres- 
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sion.” Ifso,ihe heathenccmmitno sin. Why |gain ;“Shall we sin, because we are not under 
then send.missionaries to them? the law, but under grace?” His answer is, “God 
The remainder of this chapter—and the fifth, | forbid!”---Ours would be, “Why not!” “God 

are occupied in asserting and re-asserting—that | forbid!” he says,---you were the servants of sin, 
sinnersare justified by the death of Christ—and |---but now, being made free from sin, you are 
teaching the d@cifine of universal salvation,/the servants of righteousness; and therefore 
boldly and openly; After averirg all this, he| you ought not to commit any more sin.” That 
asks, in the opening of the 6th chapter; “What |is,---you committed many sins---you were freed 
shall we saythen? Shall wecontinue in sin|from them---and you should not commit any 
that grace may abound?”—This is a very natu-|more. Why not, if your doing so glorifies God! 
ral question—and the natural answer would What evil effect can it have? __ 

be—“Why not?”  Ifit is glorious in God to show | PROMETHEUS. 
his grace by pardoning sin, the more opportu- | (To be Continued. ) 

nity we give him, topardon sin, the more glory | —fLf— 

for him. If itis laudable in him to pardon one 
sin, itis a million times as laudable to pardon 
a million of sins Patl felt the difficulty—and 
Jet usnow mark how he answered his own ques-|_ Mussrs. Eprrors: 

uon: Tke following extract is 

“God forbid!—Ifwe are dead to sin, how shall taken from some old papers I met with a few 

we live any longer in it? All of us who were |dayssince: 

baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into| “Christ when accused of ‘entertaining the 
his death—and in this way are buried with him|same designs which have been entertained by 
——dead to sin--and so, as Christ rose from the|interested fanatics in all ages, viz. of setting 
dead---we rose from our death also---to walk in| himself at the head ofa party, to{promote his 
newness of life.” Now,were I not engaged |temporal interests; when he was charged with 
ina very serious review---I should certainly |claiming the title of kingof the Jews; expressly 
feel disposed to indulge in ridicule. He says|said, “My kingdom is not of this world.” If 
that we should not sin,to make grace abound---|the kingdom of Christ is not of this world; if his 
because we are dead to sin. Dead to sin how?|servants are charged not to exercise any tem- 
Constructively---and not content witha construc-| poral dominion over each other; if the only hon- 
tive death, he gives usa constructive resurrec-|or in the christian church, is to be derived from 
tion. He has now got into an allegory, and|humility; what are we to think of all those 
goes on. Weare dead, buried and arisen again,|church establishments which have been sup- 
all constructively---by the death, burial and res-! ported by human authority, guarded by penal 
urrection of Christ---“we are planted together |sanctions, the members of which have claimed 
in the likeness of his death---and so in that of the highest titles and offices; have forcibly de- 
his resurrection. . Ourold man---(i, e. our old | prived mankind of their liberties and proper- 
natures,) is crucified with him--our body of sin|ty, and have used the sword as the means of 
is destroyed, that we should serve sin no longer | establishing their wealth, their pomp, their ti- 
----for he that is dead is freed from sin---and if we|tles, their christianity? When we see such 
are dead with Christ, we shall live with him--| strides after power made by christians, can we 
he died to sin once—-and now lives to God--so| believe they are really christians? Can we be- 
we are dead to sin, but alive to God--by means |lieve they are following the example ofa meck 
of Christ~ therefore we should not sin. Now/and lowly Jesus? Can we believe their object 
is all this logic? If it. is, whatdoes itmean?|is quietly and peacibly to pursue their way to 
does it not prove, that when Christ died, he jus-|heaven? We cannot. Do we see christians 
tified the whole earth---& that there was thence-|living in peace and harmony with all mankind ; 


FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. 


CHRISTIANS AS THEY SHOULD BE. 












forth nosuch thingas sin? If not, what does it 
mean? If so, what need even of faith, in order 
tobesaved? “Sin shall have no dominion over 
you----for ye are not under the law, but under 

race.” Sin then has no dominion over any bo- 

y---none are under the law---and “where there 
is no law, there is no transgression,”-—“all men 
are justified by Christ’s death.” What kind of 
morality would this doctrine support? - Appa- 
erntly Paul felt the difficulty, for he asks a-| 





doing unto all men as they would have them do 
unto themselves; living in the humble manner 
of their Lordand Saviour; despising the silken 
gowns and costly ornaments; (with which the 
Roman Catholics have disgraced religion) dis- 
regarding the fashions and luxuries of this world ; 
loving their enemies as themselves; all the dif- 
ferent sects living in peaceas travellers bound 
for the same point should do; and in short, 
walking in the footsteps of Jesus Christ? Would 
to God this picture were true.” 
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~ Phen Messrs Editors. you might abolish your! ture of intelligence, that the creator of all 
paper and cease to point out the errors of chris- things is what he ts—an-uncaused being—in- 


tians, and warn the people of their usurpations. 
—But until such is the case, it becomes the du-' 


ty of every philanthropist, and lover of truth, to! from a cause. 


open the eyes of the people and persuade them, | 
if possible, to examine & judge for themselves ;| 


to lay before them such evidence, such indisputa-|whether this be argument or not. 


ble facts,as may convince them how misera- 
bly they have been deluded. Errors should be | 
exposed wherever they are,found, and in propor- 
tion as they are great and extensive and threat- 
en the dearest interests of society, in that pro- 


portion it becomes the duty of every man to ex-| 


VISIONIST. 
May 20th 1835. 
SDS +o 


“DIALOGUE No. 4.” 


The fourth ~ Dialogue between a Catholic] 
and an Infidel,” comes before us in a rather 
“questionable shape, > for it is the most “begg- 
ing of the question” concern we have ever met 
with, nothing from the same source even ex- 
cepted. Before proceeding to its examination, 
we would request of our opponent to quote the 


pose them. 
Oak Grove Ky. 


comprehensible to his creatures, therefore 
it '] He is necessarily ones from existing 

9 

Now we would appeal tomy man of can- 
dour, whether religionist.or infidel, to decide 
The wri- 
iter first assumes a position—cannot defend 
it—and then talks roundly about common sense! 
'Oh fie, fie, friend Shepherd, why thus commit 
yourself in the presence of your flock! We 
would affectionately advise you to beware, in 
future, of tools that cut both ways. 

Commenting further upon the objection rais- 
edby us against his argument of cause and 
effect, he says: 

“You may indeed contend for any thing you 
ithink proper, yet a good and sufficient reason 
for your contention should be given, and is ex- 
pected. 7 

Such reason was given, Mr. Shepherd, and 
you know it. We repeat the argument—“If 
ithe Universe could not exist without a design- 
ing cause, that cause could not exist without an 
anticedent one; ergo, if God created the Uni- 








whole of a sentence in future, when he quotes | verse, some other power must have created 


from us, as we only use words 
be represented. 


that ideas may | God.” 
His omission of the word intel-| the argument that would disprove the eternity 


To say that God is eternal, destroys 


ligent, in the first sentence of the last dialogue,|of matter, and prove the existence of God. 


lessens the force of the argument. The same 


When will onr dialogist cease his quibbling? 


may be remarked of the next rejoinder of “Infi-| If he } has any other argument by which to prove 


del.” The words used by us were, “if the rule |} 


his God, let him adduce it, butit is time that 


is valid aéall, it is valid to the full extent,” &c.; ;|hehad g given up one so liable to “exceptions.” 


but our very impartial neighbour has it, ‘if the 


rule is valid to the full extent,” &c.; thus en-| 


tirely reversing the meaning of the sentence. 
We enter our protest against this wresting of 
quotations. Let the practice be reformed—at 
least in this discussion. 

In commencing these “Dialogues,” it was as- 
sumed by their author, that a certain 
something existed whicl: he called “God.” As 
a proof of that existence, he argued that nothing 
could exist without an intelligent designer—-and 
hence inferred the existence of “God.” We ques 
tioned the proof. The argument by which it was 
‘supposed to be established was shown to be in- 


iself-existing andan eternal being. 





valid, because it related as much to the creator 
as to the created. 
was asserted that God was an exception to the| 
general rule! The argument, then, was without | 
force, for it admitted of an arbitrary exception. 
We asked why the exception should. be made, 
and the argument still adhered to. The answer 
follows 


“I make the exception from the dictation ofj\a 


common sensei!) | know, and 30 does every crea- 


To avoid this difficulty, it| 








|But we have more of his question-begging. 

“To me it appears clear, that the great first 
cause of all creation, must necessarily be a 
Have you 
not admitted this fact, by giving to the Universe 
the attributes here claimed by me in favour of 
God?” 

By no means. You must recollect that you 
have not yet proved your God. Do that, and 
we will admit that matter cannot be eternal, 
but we cannot take bare assertion for argument. 
There is no dispute about the existence of mat- 
ter—but there is much about that of a God. 

Further. 

“According to your own principles, the  e- 
ternal and uncreated universe cannot be the ef- 
fect of a cause,byt must be an exception. from 
the rule laid down by me in reference to things 
and beings created.” 

Our friend seems to forget that we did not 
admit his rule—for which he should thank us,as 
it would introduce a very troublesome train of 
ncestors forthe being contended for—but he 
proceeds : 
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“Jt is not because I assert that God exists, 
that he so exists, but itis because man and all 
creation cannot exist without a cause, that I ar- 
gue the existence of a great eternal cause or 
being who designed and brought forth by his 
own power, creatidm” 





Here is the same peiitio principii again. His 


argument of a designing cause of the universe, | 


was shown not to be valid, and yet he contin- 
ues to introduce it asthough it was undisputed 
and indisputable! 

We are next told, that though man cannot 
comprehend God, he should yet believe in his 
existence, “for the unanswerable reason just 
given, viz. that things and beings of creation 
must have had acreator,” when in fact neither 
creator, nor, properly speaking, creation, is yet 

roven. The proposition, however, is said to 
be “established beyond a reasonable contra- 
diction.” !! 

Not beingaware of any supernatural exis- 
tence, we remarked in our last, that we pre- 
sumed that the powers of nature were competent 
to the production ofman. Upon this we are 
asked. 

Ist. Whatis to be understood by the powers 
ot nature? 

Reply. 
matter to follow certain rotines 
change forms; to pass from one state to anoth- 
er, and, by forming new compounds, to give rise 
to different entities. Whether the human spe 
cies is co-eternal with the restof the universe 
or not, isa question we care nothing about. It 
has nothing to do with the question as to the 
existence of aGod. Ifyour unproven God can 
be eternal, by the same rule why might not man 
be. We affirm nothing—we deny nothing, as 
to the origin of man—other than that we are 
unacquainted with any supernatural power that 
could have had any agency in his production. 

2nd. Do you hold that nature hath will, mem- 
ory, and understanding to bestow upon man? 

Reply. We know that man, a part of nature, 
possesses intelligence, and we know cf no 
intelligence that is not dependant upon or- 

ization. The writer seems to hold,as a point 
‘established, that intelligence is not necessarily 
dependant upon material organization—a func- 
tion of the brain—but is the giftof something 
—perhaps his unproven God. He might as 
well have asked if nature possessed digestion 
tobestow upon the stomach; voice to bestow 
upon the organs of speech, or what not. But 
this has nothing to dowith the main question 
at issue—that of the existence of a supreme 
intelligence separate from matter. We assure 


We mean simply the aptitude of 











proceed to any other point in the discussion until 
this besettled He has advanced but one argu- 
ment in favour of the existence of aGod, & that 
we have exploded, and we wait for something bet- 
ter. Whether he reply to the questions in our 
last or not, isunimportant. We have replied to 
his interrogations, and might demand a similar 
compliance, but we perceive how the matter 
stands. Weconsider him incompetent to the 
task he has assumed, & we would advise him to 
get out of the scrape as soon as possible by re- 
signing the quill to some one better able to wield 
it. 
— 
“MARCH OF INTELLECT.” 


Under thishead, some remarks are made in 
the last number of the “Shepherd,” respecting 
the conversation signed “R,” published in last 
week’s Examiner. It isconfidently stated, that 
the dialogue purports to be “whatit is not,” a 
conversation between a Catholic anda Materi- 
alist. After making this gratuitous statement— 
—to say the least of it—itis asked “Who are 
the parties?” So,so,neighbour, you are wil- 
ling to letthe charge of falsehood revert upon 
yourself. Youdid noteven know the parties, 
but were willing to swear beforehand—all for 








of action;|. 


the good of religion—to what you knew noth: 
ing about. This is doubtless a proof of the 
march of godliness, at least. 


But we are well assured of the fact, that the 
dialogue was taken down almost verbatim. On 
the part of the Infidel, it was certainly not dis- 
creditable, considering the remarks of his oppo- 
nent. We believe the whole literally true, for 
we were assailed in the same manner by the 
same individual a few evenings since, and have 
often been assailed ina similar manner by other 
Christian champions, both catholic and protes- 
tant. The expression “You are a fool,” is per- 
fectly in keeping with Christian candor and 
charity;—as an instance—“I know, and so 
does every other creature of intelligence,” that 
aGod exists, &c. &c. Vide Shepherd; Dia- 
logue No 4, May 30th.(¢> First cast outthe beam 
| from thine own eye, before thou pluckest the mote 
from thy brother’s. : 

Since writing the above, we have received 
a note from“R.,” who assures us that he has no 
objection to being known, and authorizes us to 
give the intelligent editorjin question, whatever 
information we may possess that may be cal- 
culated to lead the two co-laborers in the cause 
of catholicity to an acquaintance with each 
other—as he doubts not that the communion of 
two such “bright spirits” would be highly ad- 





‘our opponent, that we do not feel disposed to 


vantageous to the cause they are mutually en- 
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a ee 
gaged in easinas. He thinks that the Jdefen- 
der of the Washington miracle, and the author 

of “Dialogue No.4,” should not neglect the aid 
of go able an auxiliary. 


—<LF— 
“1.” cannot appear. His lines are unmenda- 
ble. Heshould confine himself to prose compo- 
sition entirely. 





 @ 72D+to— 


(<7 Our friends at New Harmony, Ind., will 
please accept our grateful thanks for their very 
welcome donation of Twenry Dorttars. We 
shall endeavour to merit their kindness, by re- 
newed exertions in the cause of mental free- 
dom. 

> 
(¢pWANTED IMMEDIATELY-29 

At this office, an active lad 13 or 14 years 

of age, asan apprentice to the printing busi- 


ness. One from the country would be prefer- 
ed. 





FROM THE CORRESPONDENT. <-- 


THE INDIAN’S LETTERS. 
No 5. 


Friend of my bosom, let us leave the De- 
ity to rest under the shadow of his impenetra- 
ble secret! Allresearch concerning him and 
the soul’s immortality ends in gloomy doubts 
and vain conjectures. Let us, therefore, argue 
and reason about what we know; where we 
can decide without doubting, and draw con- 
clusions from experience and example. Let 
us expose to the detestation of mankind, the 
follies, errors,and crimes of infatuated hyp- 
ocrites, whose superstition, bigotry, cruelty, 
and perseverance, in. courses of flagrant in- 
-justice and oppression, render their name a 
bye-word ; for the cruelty of a priest is become 
proverbial ; his pride, avarice, and duplicity are 
incontestible marks of his character, and these 
are in numberless instances heightened by crin- 
ging baseness, depraved morals and unutter- 
able bestiality. Their meansof injuring so- 
ciety are manifold. Their weapons, the Bible 
and T'estament—the holy and sacred scriptures. 
The poor man lies naked and defenceless be- 
fore them, and their usurped power andau- 
thorityis nearly equal to that of the omnipo- 
tent idol which they create, adore, and pro- 
fane. Religion is their profession, and they 
say itisfor the benefit of man. Let us then, 
as it is,if not of man, atleast, for him, exam- 
ine this divine benefit, and see how and how 
much it contributes to our happiness. Let us 
come to this question with candour and calm-| 











ness, and go through the investigation with In- 
dian integrity; keeping truth before our eyes 
and justice on our right hand. 

The three great leaders of the known sects 
of religions of the present day, are Moses, Je- 
sus, and Mahomed. ‘To th@se, we might add 
Zoroaster, Bramah and Foh. All these peo- 
ple, Jesus excepted, have produced books, which 
their priests say are the word of God. Each 
of them honours all the rest with the epithets of 
impostor, infidel deceiver, blasphemer, &c. and 
vouches forhisown word of God being the 
only true one. If we decide in favour of any 
of these books, which were evidently written 
for the purpose of abetting impostors to deceive, 
enslave, and impose on mankind; if better can 
be where all are extremely bad, we would give 
a decided preference to the book of the Ara- 
bian prophet. .And candour must allow that 
it isan improved abridgement of. the Jewish 
Bible and Christian Testament. But it does 
not appear, that either the daring Arab, or his 
assistant, Sergius, the apostate monk, were any 
way acquainted with the Zend-Avesta. As 
the chimera of the egg is neglected, the Mosa- 
ic Cosmogony adopted, the contending powers 
of light and darkness dispensed with, Ismael 
and Hager the Abraham and Sarah of the devout 
mussulman, and predestination, and fatalism, 
the perfection of their religious and civil code. 
Zoroaster’s summum-bonum, had they known 
it, would ‘have been had in requisition in some 
shape or other; for all religion, and all priest- 
craft, is contained in the space ofa few lines, 
and forms the peroration to the divine Persian’s 
miraculous code. Listentothe precepory ex- 
hortation of the holy Zoroaster. After recap- 
itulating his precepts, rules & orders he contin- 
ues: After all these things, still the way to ob- 
tain happiness eternai is tosow a field of corn, 
plantatree,and * * * * *; but, performing all 
these is useless, unless you pay the priest his 
due!!! Well said Zoroaster. 

But leaving all these absurd religions, false 
creeds, foolish superstitions, and ridiculous cer- 
emonies out of the case, let us examine the pure 
Christian doctrine, where no falsehood invades, 
no absurdity appears, no vain, uninteligible 
cant is found; where every thing is true that 
the priest says; where charity is unbounded, 
and the remission of sins, the unalienable pro- 
perty of every true believer in the faith. There 
aman has something to brag of. A child may 
be born in sin, brought up in sin, and sin on for 
sixtyor seventy years; he may wallow on 
through a long life in every vice and wicked- 
ness that his frail and foul nature can aid him 
to accomplish, yet washing in the blood of the 
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lamb makes him as white as snow. Curious nobody recollects word after he i is out of the 
effect of lamb’s blood, This is not strange we/church door, and which in general, has no ap- 
know; blocd is a fine thing for taking out stains! | plication to any thing.in human life. This they 
This, 1 suppose, is the reason we hav e so many call performing divime¥service. Thus they de- 
reprobate old Christians: as they have bargain- voutly acknowledge God, one day in seven, 
ed for a wash in théylamb’s blood, they may and duly and truly serve the devil all the rest 
wade on through the puddle of guilt as they like, of the week. 
being confident of a purification ata moment’s| I have,in this letter, said, that they cry up 
warning. )the purity and simplicity of the Christian doc- 
Nobody will pretend to say, that the Chris-|trine. As toits being pure, I do not know 
tian doctrine exceeds all others in absurdity; what they mean by pure in this sense; but as 
for here, in this hard working country, they ex- to simple, their religion is any thing but sim- 
cuse many thousand men from all other duties to ple. 'The word simple means any thing plain, 
preach up the truth and simplicity of the Chris-|natural, easy to be perceived or understood; 
tian doctrine,and pay them annually fnonty any thing seen at first sight, and comprehend- 
million of dollars for performing this service! ed with ease by any capacity. Itmay ‘admit 
These are strong and convincing arguments of elegance, judgment, and refined ow be 
in favour of Christianity. But they have oth- familiar yet pleasing; common yet chaste; and 
ers far more powerful. They tell you if you though ona level w itn all capacities, vahahen e 
do not believe every word the priest says, and im provement. Such is my definition of the 
all that is printedin his book, that you will bearticle simplicity. Now, if the Christian creed 
damned to all eternity; and if you ‘pretend to| agrees with this, lam satisfied that religion is 
reason or dispute the point with the priests,|simple. But so differentis the case,that the 
who are often dull, stupid, proud bigots, they|Cretan Labyrinthwas a strait passage com- 
will accuse you of blasphemy, and use all ree? | pared to it, and the romances of Bayardo, 
influence to effect your ruin. ‘This, indeed, if/Ariosto and the Arabian Tales, more easy of 
transacted in Turkey, in Persia, in China, or| “bet ief than the sacred canons of the Christian 
any where else but in this land of freedom,'church: “I believe (says the apparently ée- 
the classic ground of liberty, the glory of the|vout priest) inone God, never made, who is no- 
world and envy of surrounding nations, would | thing, yet i is three Gods; who made this world 
be deemed the grand climax of despotic oppres-|six thousand years ago, and two thonsand years 
sion and injustice; but here itis all fair and{after destroyed itand all things in it, except 
right. Ihave in a former letter, given you an| ‘eight persons, being one family, and a pair of 
outline of this immaculate religion: whet [all other Geinnie , in a ship called an ark: that 
have not done there I shall here attempt. itwo thousand years after, this triatic God be- 
It is a common rule with all jugglers to leave | got himself over again into a son on another 
off performing and quit the place, as soon as|man’s wife, who was a virgin; that this son 
the secret of their art-is discovered, or the na-| who was God himself, had himself put to death 
ture of their tricks understood.* ‘The people|to appeasethe wrath of his vengeful father, 
are no longer pleased; for their pleasure lay|who was himself; thathe was crucified, dead 
in the deception ; and he who was thought to be|andburied, that he desended into heli; that 
a magician or great necromancer, is found out|/he arose again, and ascended into heaven, 
to be but an ignorant clown, whose whole art, where he sitteth at the right hand of Ged the 
importance, and merit, lay inan impudent, star-| father, who is himself; that he has been coming 
ing countenance, anda few monkey like slight again for 1800 years, and will come at ora- 
of | hand tricks. Thisis the case with all the | ‘bout two thousand years from the time of his 
legerdemain gangs, except the staunch sons of nativity, to judge the quick and the dead; that 
the church. The juggling priests persist in| he w ill take a few up to heaven, of whom I am 
performing, after the audience are satiated, é& /one, and that he will send all the rest to hell 
continue toplay off their stale tricks when most|for ever and ever. I believe in the resurrec- 
of the spectators are their superiors in the sci-|tion of this my body, in propria persona, and 
ence. The reason is plain; they are paid for|that I shall hold conv ersation with saints and 
preaching whether-the audience ‘attend or not.|angels through eternity.” - This is quite sim- 
One day in seven,in honour to their God, they ple, you see; is equally pure, and! congratu- 
declare war against their devil; and w ith long} late him w ho has powers of belicf equal to. the 
grave faces, in !oud and audible voices, repeat} task of believing it. The vile impostors, the 
a regular set of prayers, sing a set of unmean-| Mahomedans, will not believe this, and they 
ing songs, and read a dull, dry lecture, of which! will all be damned for rejecting such a pure, 
simple doctrine. ; 
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©» But the pleasantest part is to hear the Chris-|ceasing gave thanks to God for the _ blessings 
tian doctorsdisputing gravely about the truth.) with which his providence loaded him. “Oh 
and true meaning of scripture passages. One! Allah!” said he, ineffable is thy love to thy 

intaining that God means this, and the oth-|servants! What haveI done to merit the fa- 
‘@ that he means that byhis divine precepts, vours that I receive from thy bounty? Oh 
till they grow into a holy rage and recipro-|monarch of the skies! Oh Father of nature! 
cally damn each other to hell for want of faith | what praises could worthily celebrate thy mu- 
and understanding. Hence they are divided nificence and thy paternal care! Oh Allah! 
info numerous sects, all of which devoutly con-| how great is thy goodness to the children of men! 
sign each other to the devil and the wrath of “Penetrated with gratitude our hermit made 
God for ever! From these schisms, we are|a vow to undertake, for the seventh time, a pil- 
taught to despise their tenets, to dispute their grimage to Mecca. The war which then 
authority, and to conclude the whole to be ajsubsisted between the Persians and Turks, 
bungling fabrication. It is worth observation could not indute him to defer the execution of 
how ready, alert, and keen the Christian priests hisy pious enterprize. Full of confidence in 
are in detecting the frauds, impostors,and er-|God, he sets out under the enviolable  safe- 
rors of all other religions but their own. guard ofa respected habit. He passes through 
They often display great learning, and some-|the hostile troops without any obstacle; far 
times science; in bringing to light the dark|from being molested, he receives at every step 
shades of paganism; in descrying the supersti- marks of veneration from the soldiers of the 
tions of poor unlearned uncivilized Indians. | two parties. At length, bourne down with fa- 
They shew themselves profound when arguing tigue,he is obliged to seek refuge against the 
with African Negroes, and scouting the great| rays of the scorching sun; he finds it under the 
god Mumbo Jumbo; Jaggernaut falls before cool shade of a group of palm trees, whose 
them,and even our Kitchimanitoce hidé¥tim-|roots were watered by a limpid stream. In 
self in his pure blue sky from their reach. They! this solitary place, whose peace was distur. 
explain all the fraudulent mysteries of thean- bed only by the murmur of waters, and the 
cient oracles, and shew, that Jupiter, Saturn,; warbling of birds, the man of God finds not 
and Mars were bad men and worse kings; that only an enchanting retreat but @ delicious re- 
Apollo was the sun, Hercules strength, Miner-) past. He has enly to put forth his hand to 
va wisdom, Juno the air, Cynthia the moon.|gather dates and other pleasant fruits; the 
They prove that the Oaks ‘of Dodona were brook affords him the means of quenching his 
perforated, and the deceitful lying old priests | thirst ; a green turf soon invites him to sleep; 
spoke out of them in double meaning, or no| Upon waking he performs the sacred ablution 
meaning verses;that the Druids were a set of| and exclaims in a transport of joy:“Oh Allah! 
ignorant impostors, at once the accusers, judg-| how great is thy goodness tothe children of 
es,and executioners of the people whom they | men ” After his refreshment, being full of 
deceived, abused,-and blind-folded—granting | strength and gaity, our saint persues his way ; 
them life and property just as they pleased. | it leads him for some time across a smiling 


How singular itis that they see all other errors, country which presents nothing to his eyes 
yet are blind totheir own! Were they not the but flowery hillocks, enamelled meadows and 


most stupid, of the most vile sots in existence, | trees loaded with fruit. Affected by the sight 
they would see their own downfall at hand, & he ceases not toadore the rich and liberal 
endeavour by prudence, to make it easy. But|hand of Providence, which appears every - 
no; they must fall fighting, and the sooner they|Where providing for the happiness of the hu- 
are overtaken the better. |man race. Going a little farther, he finds 
*Even Jesus of Nazareth “did not many mighty |S°™° Mountains that are pretty difficult to 


works there (in his own country) because of the | wants poms “ig — pan nner ss hid- 
eople’s unbelief.” Maitth. 14—o8. |eous spectacle nls rs tohis view. 
ses ‘ , ‘His soul is: filled with horror. He discovers 


“ ae . ia vast plaifi’ entirely laid waste with fire 
AN EASTERN TALE. jand sword; he beholds it covered with more 

At some distance from Bagdad, a Dervis, re-|than a hundred thousand carcasses, the -de- 
nowned for his sancity, passed his days ina-jplorable remains ofa blogdy battle fought up- 
greeable solitude. The neighbouring inhab-fon the field. Eagles, Vultures, Ravens and 
itants, to obtain an interest in his prayers, dai-} Wolves were greedily devouring the dead bo- 
ly flocked to his hermitage to cary him provis-|dies with which the ground was ‘strewed. 
ions and presents. The holy man without)/The sight plunged our pilgrim into a gloomy 
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meditation. Heaven, by a special favour,|science! His left hand holdeth instruction, & 
had enabled him to understand the language|his right hand shall be the index to all human 
of beasts, He heard a wolf, gorged with|improvement! 
human flesh, cry out in the excess ofhisjoy,, ANricurisris come! He will emancipate 
“Oh Allah! how great is thy goodness tothe|scienceand purge history of its errors! His 
children of wolves! Thy providential wisdom|coming has long beenrevealed to mankind, but 
takes care to craze the minds of these detesta-|its purport has not yet been understood; the 
ble men who are dangerous to our species.|power of prophecy not having been given to 
By an effect of thy providence, which watches|man! His coming isa physical result of a 
over thy creatures, these desiroyers of our|physical cause; it was decreedto the first of the 
race cut one another’s throats, and furnish us) human species,and no power thatis superior 
with sumptuous meals. Oh Allah! how great|to him existed to impede his journeying! 
is thy goodness to the children of wolves!” Anticurist 1s come! Torid the earth of 
D’ Holbach. all religious quarrels, hecomes! To heal the 
—— wounds which the hag Religion has inflicted, he 
Antichrist !!!—Anricurist 1s come! With|comes! To drive her from her corrupting in- 
the powers of god to rid the earth of her cor-| fluence over the minds of mankind, he comes! 
ruptions, and to aid the growth of human in-| To stay all persecution in defence of error, he 
telligence and human happiness, he comes!/comes! To succor and defend the oppressed, 
To sweep away the foul idolatries of mankind,|to put down the oppressor, and to give that 
he comes! To raise the human character to| vigour to the human mind which shall produce 
its high destiny, he comes! To prepare the|an equality of power, he comes! The Printing 
way for a cessation of all wars and bloodshed, | Press has been his forerunner, and to give it the 
all human misery and wretchedness, all fam-|fullest power to which it is equal, he comes! 
ines and wants, he comes! ‘To lead mankind) Finally, to change the conditionef the whole 

















into virtue, he comes! To the abolition of 
Christianity, that curse of many nations, and 
of all other religions, he comes! 

Anticurist 1s comz! Rejoice, all ye, the 
inhabitants of the earth, and be joyful: the 
day of your salvation from evil is at hand! 
The trumpet of morality and gladness shall 
be heard, and all nations shall rejoice in e- 
quality and fraternization! Begone, ye kings 
and priests, begone! Your exposure is com- 
plete; you worth is estimated—fly, begone & 
hide yourselves! 

Anticurist 1s come! He will yield protec- 
tion to allthat is virtuous and good: he will| 
destroy all that is vicious andevil! The in-| 
dustrious man shall be no longer robbed of the 
profit of his industry,nor shall poverty exist 
where idleness is not found! Rejoice, ye that 
are poor and industrious, your complaints have 
_ been heard, and shall be respected! Your 
days of woe and nights of lamentation shall 
not return! Ye shall neither fast from neces- 
sity nor superstitious customs! Industry shall 
give you health, and plenty shall yield you 
strength. Intoxication both of mind and of bo- 
dy must be removed from amongst you, or 
those who shall degrade themselves shall be- 
come thedunghills of society. 

Anticureist 1s come! He will teach you 
truth! He will expose and explain all existing 
error! He willroot out oppression and ty- 
ranny! He willoverthrow the temples of idol- 
atry,and raise up temples to reason and to 








of mankind, he comes! 
IMPORTANT AND INTERESTING MISSION’ 

The Senate of the United States, at its last 
session, passed a resolution requesting the Pres- 
ident to consider the expediency of entering 
into negotiations with the South American States 
for the purpose of securing for our commerce 
and people,a safe passage across the Isthmus, 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. In 
compliance wiih this recommendation of the 
Senate, we understand the President has ap- 
pointed Col. Chas. Biddle, of Tennessee, to 
conduct the negotiation , and that he is about to 
visit theSouthern Continent; in prosecution of 
the objects in view.—Pennsylvanian. 


REVOLUTIONARY ANECDOTE. 

On the morning of the day that the memora- 
ble battle of Brandywine occurred, Parson Hunt, 
who was commonly called the “High Priest,” 
by the army, he being nearly seven feet in 
height, had scarcely commenced delivering a 
prayer to his regiment, when the firing began 
on the wing of the encampment, which rendered 
it necessary that he should not dwell long on 
hissubject. He therefore soon concluded with 
these words; 

“Remember, brethren, that those who die in 
battle, sup with the Lord,” and then wheeled 
about and was marching off when Col. James 
Ennis, of Virginia, called to him and said—Par- 
son are you not going to battle?” 

“No Col. Iam not,” he replied, for the Lord 
knows I never eat supper. 































































